organizations in the furtherance of the art and science of Radiology through education and original research.'' The founders showed great wisdom in crafting the 12 objects of incorporation, which give the foundation considerable latitude to carry out its mission [2] . Older members may recall that one of these, ''To lend money. to assist any associations. who are engaged in activities in which in the opinion of the Corporation may usefully be carried on to further its objectives,'' proved to be the salvation of the CAR in 1987. The association's treasurer was forced to announce at the 50th annual meeting in Ottawa that the CAR was on the verge of bankruptcy and lacked sufficient reserves to meet the next staff payroll. The CRF came to the rescue with an emergency loan, and incoming CAR treasurer David Gray, with great wisdom and forbearance, restored the association to financial solvency over the next few years. In recognition of this and his many other contributions, Dr Gray was awarded the CAR Gold Medal in 1998.
In the early 1980s, there was little opportunity for newly certified Canadian radiologists to obtain sub-specialty fellowship training in Canada, and most radiologists seeking advanced training completed it in the United States. Seeing a need to create a cohort of young academic radiologists across the country who could help to establish local fellowship training programs, the CRF set up a program to sponsor 1 new graduate per year to pursue advanced training outside Canada. Although the program was very successful in attracting talented applicants and helping them to secure fellowship positions, a subsequent audit showed that the recipients had either stayed in the United States or had returned there after a few years of practice in Canada. The CRF therefore decided reluctantly to end its fellowship program in the early 1990s.
The establishment of the Stirling-Winthrop Research Institute in 1989, and its pledge of $10M over the next 5 years to support Canadian research and development in medical imaging obviated the need for support to research from the CRF [3] . The Stirling-Winthrop Research Institute was disbanded in 1994 following North Americanewide reductions in health care spending, but the parent company Nycomed, and subsequently the General Electric Corporation, continued to sponsor much smaller research competitions that were administered by the Canadian Heads of Academic Radiology (CHAR) until 2017. The efforts of the foundation at this time were therefore directed largely toward projects outside the realm of research that might advance radiology in Canada.
The most important of these was sparked by Dr Craig Coblentz in 1999 at the start of his 10-year term as editor of the Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal (CARJ). The recent introduction of the Maintenance of Competence Program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada had created a need for novel ways in which radiologists could obtain formal credit for their continuing medical education. With support from the CRF, the journal was able to hire an associate editor, Sue Shannon, PhD, an expert in the design and evaluation of adult education programs. She and Dr Coblentz were successful in setting up a curriculum that enabled radiologists to obtain many of their mandatory Maintenance of Competence Program credits from self-directed learning projects featured in the CARJ. Two additional important initiatives followed in the opening decade of the new century. In 2005, the first edition of the CAR's Diagnostic Imaging Referral Guidelines: A Guide for Physicians was published and distributed widely with the financial support of the CRF [4] . In 2009, Medical Imaging in Northern Canada: A Snapshot in Time, prepared by ProMed Associates and commissioned by the CRF, was completed and published [5] .
For the first 30 years of its life, the CRF had been free to disburse funds intermittently, enabling its reserve fund to grow in concert with the financial markets. This relative luxury changed abruptly in 2011, when the Canada Revenue Agency enacted legislation requiring that charitable foundations disburse 3.5% of their reserves annually. As a result, the CRF was forced in short order to become proactive in the solicitation of projects worthy of financial support. The board turned, through CHAR, to the academic centers for assistance and were gratified with the response. Indeed, for the first time in its existence, the CRF found that applications of high quality exceeded in large measure the annual donations it received from its members. A strategic decision was made to begin to spend down the reserve fund to the benefit of Canadian radiologists, with the anticipation that success would ultimately encourage future donations. The major disbursements of the past few years have been in support of the research and education awards at the CAR Annual Scientific Meeting, 3 modules of the CAR, CRF, and University of British Columbia Leadership Business Course spearheaded by Drs. Bruce Forster and Robin Cairns, as well as various research projects across the country [6] .
We believe that the CRF is in strong hands and we wish it well as it continues its mission in support of Canadian radiology. Developments over the past few years present both challenge, in the need to increase annual donations to the foundation, and opportunity, in the recognition that enhanced coordination in its working relationships with CHAR can only benefit both organizations. 
